MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF HILLSBOROUGH VILLAGE COUNCIL

MARCH 12, 2012
PRESENT

Grant Woodworth – Deputy Mayor
Patrick Armstrong – Councillor

 

George Forsythe – Councillor 

Danny Jonah – Councillor
Shari Collins – Administrator/Clerk
Public – Jed Carlin
ABSENT – Donna Bennett, Mayor
CALL TO ORDER & PRAYER


Deputy Mayor Woodworth called the meeting to order at 6:26pm followed by Council prayer. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Forsythe and seconded by Councillor Armstrong THAT the agenda be approved as circulated.  MOTION CARRIED (unanimously).
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST


No conflicts declared.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 6, 2012 

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Forsythe and seconded by Councillor Jonah THAT the minutes of February 6, 2012 be approved as circulated.  MOTION CARRIED (unanimously).
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Councillor Forsythe advised that the RCMP showed up once for five (5) minutes during the Minor Hockey tournament.

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Jonah and seconded by Councillor Forsythe THAT the agenda be amended to include a presentation by Call Center staff.  MOTION CARRIED (unanimously)

PRESENTATIONS


VAS/Thing 5- Ngaire Genge, Elizabeth Steeves, Esther Haynes & Josh Elliott entered the meeting.  Mrs. Genge stated that the Province recently invested $350,000 in a VAS/Thing 5 call center in Bathurst and it was said at the time, that there would be no jobs lost elsewhere because of this.  She advised that this is untrue as the call center closure in Hillsborough, which affects 31 people, is directly related to this; in fact, the staff at the Hillsborough center had to train the staff in Bathurst to take over their jobs.  Mrs. Genge stated that there are many people at the call center that do arts such as pottery, jewellery, etc.  She stated that these people may be interested in running something similar to the Artisan’s Village from this building.  They would be interested in putting forth a proposal to use the building if Council could provide them with their requirements for the building.  Councillor Woodworth advised that Council will discuss this and they will also continue to work on finding another call center business for the location.  Mrs. Genge advised that there is a National Call Center publication that Council could advertise in; the Administrator will get the information from Mrs. Brenda Smith.  Councillor Forsythe asked if the employees have been in contact with the MLA; Mrs. Genge advised that they have sent letters to him and some have spoken to him in person.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth thanked them for attending and they exited the meeting.

Councillor Jonah stated that Council should have a meeting with VAS to discuss the loss of jobs and to determine what equipment will remain in the building; Council is in agreement with this.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – cont’d


The Administrator advised that she spoke to Mr. Jim Fowler on the reserve motion that Council made; he advised that until he sees the Legislation he can’t say if this is a legitimate motion.  However, he did say that it may be prudent of Council to invest the reserve funds into projects prior to regionalization
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – cont’d


Councillor Jonah asked for an update on the Regionalization meeting.  The Administrator advised that she and the Mayor attended the meeting; she stated that there were a lot of questions being asked, but very few answers were given.  She advised that over 100 Acts will need to be amended to allow for the Regional Commissions.  She read a newspaper story to Council that Mayor Ivan Court in Saint John wrote about this topic.
PRESENTATIONS

Mr. Eric Levesque – Mr. Levesque advised that Mr. Hutchison now has a smaller generator; however, now that the snow is gone and there is no longer casing around it, it is very loud.  He advised that Mr. Hutchison is not following anything that Council set forth previously; the generator runs 24 hours a day.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth advised that a letter will be sent to Mr. Hutchison.  Mr. Levesque advised that he is now having problems with Mr. Arthur Russell and his dog; the dog is continuously running and it has charged Mr. Levesque’s wife twice.  Mr. Levesque advised that the RCMP have been called and there is a file open on this; the RCMP has been to his house five (5) times in the last month.  The Administrator advised that Mr. Blair Cameron, Dog Constable has been to Mr. Russell’s home numerous times and has given him fines.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth thanked him for attending and he exited the meeting.  


 Mr. Jed Carlin – Mr. Carlin advised that he is here regarding the right-of-way for his land behind the arena.  He advised that he is going to be removing some logs from the land and he is looking to sell the property.  He stated that he was originally granted a right-of-way through the arena parking lot; however, he thought a different right-of-way was made approx. 10 years ago by the Seniors’ building.  His objective is to get a proper right-of-way established so that a road may be put in to access the land.  Mr. Carlin stated that when the Village gave land to Caledonia Place, there was a spoken agreement that a right-of-way would be kept for accessing his land.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth stated that if that was the agreement then Council needs to honor it.  He further stated that Mr. Gary Jonah, Public Works Superintendent will look at this right-of-way to see if the posts are there; we will be in touch with Mr. Carlin.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth thanked him for attending.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – cont’d


Constable Mike White entered the meeting.  He went over the February RCMP report and advised that February is typically the slowest month of the year.  Councillor Armstrong stated again that more RCMP presence is needed on the side streets of the Village, not just Route 114.  Councillor Jonah brought up the issues that Mr. Eric Levesque is having.  Constable White advised that if they receive dog calls, they refer them to the local Dog Constable.  He advised that if there are issues with 4-wheelers, the Off-Road Vehicle Enforcement people should be called.  Deputy Mayor Woodworth thanked him for attending.


The Administrator advised that NB Power sent an Engineer to the arena to look things over to see if they could use the facility for their Power Shift project.  At this time, it doesn’t seem that they will be able to use the arena as the only areas they could really tap into would be the water heaters; however, if this changes, she will advise Council.

The Administrator advised that the Public Works job posting has been in the paper twice.  Councillor Forsythe asked if Council or the hiring committee will have the final say on the hiring.  Per Councillor Jonah, the hiring committee will do the interviews and bring their recommendations to Council for the final decision.  Councillor Jonah stated that he doesn’t need to be on the hiring committee; Councillor Woodworth will take his place.


The Administrator advised that the GTF Plan has been approved; Crandall Engineering will work on the sidewalk design and submit it to Council.


Councillor Forsythe advised that he and Deputy Mayor Woodworth attended the UMNB Zone 2 meeting recently in Riverview.

Councillor Jonah asked if a letter has been sent to DOT; per the Administrator, it has been drafted, but not sent yet.

ALBERT COUNTY TRAIL BLAZERS REQUEST


The Administrator advised that the ACTB have asked if Council would enact a by-law saying that the ACTB could travel on Golf Club Road to Route 114; across Route 114 and down Steeves Street to the dykes.  They are requesting this as it is difficult for the riders to get to the gas station and the President of the ACTB feels that they would get more riders here if this situation could be rectified.  The Administrator 
ALBERT COUNTY TRAIL BLAZERS REQUEST – cont’d
advised that Mrs. Debbie Smith, President of ACTB advised her that Memramcook has enacted such a by-law.  The Administrator advised that she has asked other Municipalities about this on list serve and she has received a phone number for someone in Fredericton that may be able to help with this.  She will try to have more information for Council by the next meeting.
WATER REPORT


The Administrator advised that quality and quantity have been good and she apologized for not having the daily usage figures for February.  She advised that the pump at Well #3 has been fluctuating some; in speaking with Crandall it has been decided that this pump will be pulled and inspected soon.
LETTERS & OTHER BUSINESS


The Administrator advised that Mr. Blair Cameron has advised her that Mr. Arthur Russell’s dog has been running.  On February 10th, Mr. Cameron gave Mr. Russell a $50 fine; this has been paid.  On February 15th Mr. Cameron gave Mr. Russell a $100 fine and at that time Mr. Russell was advised that the next step would be going to Court.  There have been more calls to Mr. Cameron on this issue since then and the latest was at 11:30am today; when the dog charged Mrs. Levesque.  There are now three (3) more fines of $100 to be issued to Mr. Russell from March 10th, 11th & 12th.  The Administrator advised that Mr. Cameron has asked if Council is ready to take Mr. Russell to Court; per Council, first a registered letter should be sent to Mr. Russell advising him that these fines must be paid and stating that our next step will be Court.  

The Administrator advised that the Hillsborough Fashions Gala is coming up soon.  Last year we partnered with Home Hardware, we purchased a BBQ for $350 and purchased two (2) tickets to the gala.  Council suggested that we try to partner with Home Hardware again.

The Administrator advised that the Relay for Life will be held at the Exhibition Grounds in Riverside-Albert on June 1st.


Deputy Mayor Woodworth advised that he was recently at the Albert County Health & Wellness Centre and he was told that their patient numbers are dropping.  Council advised the Administrator to find out what services they offer and the hours they are offered and put the information in a newsletter.


The Administrator went over a Heritage Proposal that Mr. Roland Hutchison has been working on.  She will put a copy in the community box.


The Administrator read a letter from the Village of Doaktown clarifying their stance on shale gas.


The Administrator advised that the 2011 Census information is out and the population in the Village has increase from 1,292 to 1,350.


The Administrator read information on organ donation; Council suggested that the information be put in a newsletter.


The Administrator read a letter from Ms. Patricia Wallace to the Church Deacons of the Hillsborough Baptist Church regarding the concern of local homeowners of what will happen to the existing Church once the new one is built.
REPORTS FROM COUNCIL FOR ITEMS REQUIRING DIRECTIONS OR DECISIONS
 
Councillor Forsythe advised that he attended the 50th anniversary celebrations at the Fundy Curling Club.

Councillor Jonah advised that two (2) firefighters have recently received their diplomas for the Fire Fighting Level 1 training and ten (10) have recently completed the theory portion of the Fire Fighting Level 2.

Deputy Mayor Woodworth advised that the planks are ready to install on the trail around Gray Brook.

ADJOURNMENT

IT WAS MOVED by Councillor Armstrong that the meeting be adjourned at 8:24pm.




 Deputy Mayor

Administrator/Clerk
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